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Maj. Gen, Edward G. Lansdale would be the1
first to acknowledge that a miracle is expected ¢
tfof him during his new 1ease1gnment o Southq
f[viet-Nam and that miracles in Southeast Asia®
"these days are mxghty hard to come by.

’ Nevertheless, his appointment as special assists
ant to Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge is a salu.
ory thing. He is a controversial practitioner of :
sychological warfare. His unorthodox counselmg
f the late Philippine President Ramon Magsaysay
in the. Philippines’ struggle for survival against !
ts Communist challenge, the Huks, inspired the
ero’s role, “Col. Hillendale,” in that equally con-
rovérsial book The Ugly American.

To Ed Lansdale, any war is no bigger than the T
eople for whom it is beinig fought. Writing in i
oreign Affairs last October, with both his QLA .
nd Pentagon assignments behind him, the Gcn-"f
ral declared: Ny i

The Communists have lct loose a 1cvolut10n e
my Idea in Viet- ‘\Iam that ~will not dlo o

by bemg 1gnmcd bombcd or smoLhcred by us
N In a revolutionary or peoples’ war, such
.~ as the war in Viet-Nam, where the enemy is
embedded within the population, the lasting
1 quality needed for a win is the voluntary action
2 of the population in Joxq_mg together with the ;
.} fovernment forces, and with the American infly- : 4
] cnce coming from respect and trust earned by
" the spmt in which Americans give their.
help .
] Perhaps the most valuable and realistic gifi
that Americans can give Viet Nam is to concen- -
. trate above everything else on helping the Viet- ]
namese leadership create the conditions which
will encourage the discovery and most rapid
possible development of g patriotic cause S0
genuine that the . Vietnamese willingly will

pledge to it “their lives, their fortunes, their
sacred honor.” -

Ambassador Lodge undoubtedly was persuaded
by the General's thesis in gettmg the President to
pprove the Lansdale mission over Pentagon ob-,
ections. General Lansdale now should be ngen'
vers-oncouragement in his pursuxt of muacles.
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